
Background on Key Scientists Appearing 
in Climate Hustle

Dr. Robert Giegengack Geologist Dr. Robert Giegengack, chaired the Department 
of Earth and Environmental Science at the University of 
Pennsylvania for 12 years. Has done field research on six 
continents, conducted peer-review studies on the 
geological archives of climate and spent much of his 
academic career doing field work on the history of climate. 
Authored 200 peer-reviewed papers. Giegengack: ”CO2 is 
not the villain that it has been portrayed.”

Dr. Judith Curry Award-winning Climatologist Dr. Judith Curry, chaired the 
School of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences at Georgia 
Institute of Technology. Dr. Curry has conducted over 200 
peer-review studies and has testified on Capitol Hill at 
several climate hearings. Curry is a Fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the American 
Geophysical Union, and the American Meteorological 
Society. “If the IPCC is dogma, then count me in as a 
heretic …I was sort of booted out of the (global warming) 
tribe.”
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Dr. Richard Tol UN IPCC Lead Author Dr. Richard Tol is a Professor at the 
University of Sussex. Tol, a climate statistician is ranked 
among the top 50 most-cited climate scholars. He has well 
over 200 publications in learned journals. “But this 97% 
(consensus claim) is essentially pulled from thin air. It is not 
based on any credible research whatsoever.”

Dr. Caleb Rossiter Climate Statistics Professor Dr. Caleb Rossiter of American 
University is an adjunct professor in the university’s 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics. Dr. Rossiter, a 
scientist, is also a member of the Democratic Party and 
prides himself as being politically Left. Dr. Rossiter 
reversed his climate views and became skeptical. “This is 
the first time I expressed an opinion that was alien to the 
Left.”

Dr. Ivar Giaever Nobel Prize Winning Physicist Dr. Ivar Giaever, won his 
Nobel Prize for physics in 1973. Dr. Giaever is a former 
professor at the School of Engineering and School of 
Science Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Dr. Giaever 
endorsed President Obama in 2008, but now says the 
President is “ridiculous” and “dead wrong” on man-made 
global warming. “I don’t see that CO2 is the cause of all 
this problem.”
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Dr. Roy Spencer Climatologist Dr. Roy Spencer, a former NASA scientist, 
now leads a climate research group at the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville. Dr. Spencer still serves as the U.S. 
Science Team Leader for the AMSR-E instrument on 
NASA’s Aqua satellite. He is a recipient of NASA’s Medal 
for Exceptional Scientific Achievement and has testified in 
Congress on several occasions. Spencer has conducted 
numerous peer-review climate change studies. 

Dr. Daniel B. Botkin Biologist & Climate Researcher Dr. Daniel B. Botkin, 
Professor Emeritus in the Department of Ecology, 
Evolution, and Marine Biology at University of California 
Santa Barbara.  He is well-known for his scientific 
contributions in ecology and environment, having spent 
more than 45 years of research on possible effects of 
climate change on biodiversity. Dr. Botkin was one of the 
first ecologists to investigate possible ecological effects of 
climate change. “The evidence has switched from the 
mid-1980s to now. It’s a much weaker case that there’s 
human induced significant global warming.”
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Dr. Patrick Moore Greenpeace co-founder and Ecologist Dr. Patrick Moore 
has been a working scientist for decades. Dr. Moore left 
the Green movement in 1986 because it became too 
radical for him. Moore is the author of the book, 
Confessions of a Greenpeace Dropout: The Making of a 
Sensible Environmentalist. “There is no scientific proof that 
human emissions of carbon dioxide are the dominant 
cause of the minor warming of the Earth’s atmosphere 
over the past 100 years.”

Dr. Don J. Easterbrook Geologist Dr. Don J. Easterbrook, Emeritus Professor at 
Western Washington University, a UN IPCC expert 
reviewer, has authored ten books and 150 journal 
publications. Presented 31 research papers at international 
meetings in 13 countries outside the US.

Dr. Robert M. Carter Geologist Dr. Robert M. Carter is a marine geologist and 
environmental scientist and emeritus professor from James 
Cook University. Carter, who has authored over 100 
scientific papers, has served as Chair of the Earth Sciences 
Discipline Panel of the Australian Research Council. “We’re 
not dealing with a scientific issue, we haven’t been dealing 
with a scientific issue now for 15 years. We’re dealing with 
the determined political issue. It’s a campaign cause.”
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Dr. John Theon Former Award-Winning Senior NASA Atmospheric 
Scientist Dr. John Theon - Former Chief of the Climate 
Processes Research Program at NASA Headquarters and 
former Chief of the Atmospheric Dynamics & Radiation 
Branch. Theon was elected a fellow of the American 
Meteorological Society, given the NASA Exceptional 
Performance Award twice and awarded the AIAA's Losey 
Medal for contributions to airborne remote sensing. Theon 
has authored or coauthored more than 50 NASA Reports, 
journal articles, monographs, chapters in books, and 
edited two books in the scientific literature. “There was an 
epiphany for me in the early 1990s, I became skeptical 
then.”

Dr. Dennis Rancourt Physicist Dr. Denis Rancourt, Former Professor of Physics at 
University of Ottawa - Authored over 100 articles in 
scientific journals. Rancourt was a member of the 
Ottawa-Carleton Institute for Physics and member of the 
Ottawa-Carleton Geoscience Centre.. “If you are really 
concerned about saving boreal forests and habitat 
destruction, then fight against habitat destruction, don’t 
go off into this tenuous thing about CO2 concentration in 
the atmosphere.”

Dr. William M. Briggs Climate Statistician Dr. William M. Briggs is an adjunct 
professor at Cornell University. Has authored or 
co-authored nearly 70 scientific papers. He served on the 
American Meteorological Society's Probability and 
Statistics Committee. Is author of numerous papers on 
statistics, meteorology, climatology and solar physics. 
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Dr. Roger Pielke Sr. Climatologist Dr. Roger Pielke Sr. is a former UN IPCC 
Contributing Author and Professor Emeritus at Colorado 
State University.  Has authored over 370 papers in 
peer-reviewed journals. Pielke Sr. is a former research 
scientist at NOAA and past Chairman and Member of the 
American Meteorological Society Committee on Weather 
Forecasting and Analysis.

Col. Walter Cunningham NASA Astronaut Col. Walter Cunningham of Apollo VII. 
Cunningham was awarded the NASA Exceptional Service 
Medal and the NASA Distinguished Service Medal. 
Cunningham is a member of the American Geophysical 
Union. 

Dr. Patrick J. Michaels Climatologist Dr. Patrick J. Michaels is a UN IPCC Expert 
Reviewer and author of numerous peer-reviewed climate 
studies in major scientific journals. Michaels is the past 
president of the American Association of State 
Climatologists and was program chair for the Committee 
on Applied Climatology of the American Meteorological 
Society. He has authored six books on climate change, and 
is presently with the CATO Institute.
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Lord Christopher 
Monckton

Lord Christopher Monckton is a former advisor to 
Margaret Thatcher and UN IPCC expert reviewer. In the 
1980s, Monckton advised Thatcher to investigate carbon 
dioxide as it related to global warming. Lord Monckton 
has testified many times before the U.S. Congress on 
climate science and economics, and presented papers on 
climate change to various scientific conferences.

Anthony Watts Meteorologist Anthony Watts is founder of 
WattsUpWithThat.com and SurfaceStations.com. Watts 
held the American Meteorological Society Seal of 
Approval and now specializes in weather measurement 
and weather presentation technology.
 

Leighton Steward Geologist Leighton Steward is a winner of the EPA 
Administrator’s Award. Steward authored the book Fire, 
Ice and Paradise about the many causes of climate 
change. Steward was Chairman of the Board of The 
Institute for the Study of Earth and Man at Southern 
Methodist University and was twice Chairman of the 
Audubon Nature Institute.
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Philip Stott UK Professor Emeritus of Biogeography Philip Stott of the 
University of London is a former editor of the Journal of 
Biogeography.  Stott has conducted field research and 
written various academic papers on ecology. Stott: 
“Climate is the most complex coupled nonlinear chaotic 
system known to man. Of course there are human 
influences in it, nobody denies that. But what outcome will 
they get by fiddling with one variable [CO2] at the 
margins? I’m sorry, it's scientific nonsense.” 

Dr. Will Happer Award-winning Princeton University Physicist Dr. Will 
Happer is the former Director of Energy Research at the 
Department of Energy from 1990 to 1993.  He has 
published over 200 scientific papers and is a fellow of the 
American Physical Society, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and the National Academy 
of Sciences.  Happer: “We’re really in a CO2 famine now. 
Most of the time it’s at least 1000ppm, and it’s been quite 
higher than that. The Earth was just fine in those times.” 


